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Verté Vytas Deksnys

LITERATURA IR TECHNOLOGIJOS

Mosteléjau jstabiu Camilo José Cela’os romanu
ir priplojau prie sienos naktinj drugj —

literatira pamazu darosi praktiska.
Technologijos — jos nuolat késinasi

iSstumti literaturg,

aifonas patogesnis rankoje nei knyga,

tarsi pats buty prisitaikes prie plastakos.
Taciau Camilo José Cela, jvertinkim tinkamai,
geriau dobia drugius.

Kadaise nesdavausi iSvietén

LaSos NadareiSvilio knygutes minkstais virSeliais,
bet paskui buvo iSrastas

toks purus tualetinis popierius

(palaimink Dieve aukstasias technologijas!),

kad pono LaSos knygutés liko visai niekam tinkamos.
Suprantu: gaila, bet ka darysi —

technologijos nesutaria su literatura.
Saldytuvas ,,Bosch“ nepriekaistingas,

jis Saldo kur kas geriau

nei, tarkim, Camilo José Cela,

bet ,Paskualio Duartés Seima*“

iSkart sunaikins visg drugiy Seimyna.

Stai kame gliidi jos jéga:

praktika, destrukcija... Kas pamanyty...

Zitrriu lyg gedintis giminaitis j drugj,

tapusj geros literattros auka,

ir mastau apie tai, kad Sig akimirkg mes

kur kas geriau suprantame vienas kita.

POTVARKIAI

Tegu bus namai benamiams,
milijonai skurdziams,
jkvépimas poetams,
kaulai liezuviui,
avys bemiegiams — viena avis, dvi avys, trys avys...
Tegu bus stiprybé mylintiems
skverbtis vienas | kitg,
tegu bus zaisly vaikams,
o tuo paciu ir diktatoriams.
Tegu bus laisvé vaizduotei
ir maistas alkstantiems,
tegu bus medziai véjams,
kad pailséty tarp Saky
Ir nieko tenebus politikams.
13
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NEISGYVENIMAS

Net jei dievas saugos miesta,

veltui budi sargybinis —

niekas neliks gyvas.

Namai uZsiliepsnos,

kelial iSsiklaipys j Salis,

kudikiai atsikels i$ lopSiy

ir zudysis visiems matant,

nes

niekas neliks gyvas.

Sutirps kojos iSsiruoSusiam ilgon kelionén.
Ir jo, susmegusio iki juosmens j galunes,
niekas neisgelbés.

Lovose prazys gyvates,

i§ sieny iSdygs dvisaki liezuviai

ir pasakys viska,

ko iki tol nebuvo dristama sakyti.
Veltui budi sargybinis,

veltui budi motina —

niekas neliks gyvas.

Buréjos nebeiSskaitys i$ delny,
skaitytojai neperskaitys eilérasciuose,
maldininkai nei§sakys maldose,
politikai nepakels balso,

vietoj balsy paplus kraujais tonzilés —
niekas neliks gyvas.

Platanams iSaugs betoniniai lapai,
keleiviai liks be Seséliy,

zodziai apsunks lyg akmenys,

musy burnos bus pilnos akmeny,

ir musy Seséliai Snabzdés uz mus:
niekas

neliks gyvas.

Zindyvés paliks kadikius,

uzsimes kryZzmai per nugarg automatus
ir palaimins kiekviena sutiktg kulkomis,
0 negyviems dar suvarys kontrolinj palaiminima:
niekas,

niekas,

niekas neisgyvens,

o jei kas nors isgyventy —

ir tas neiSgyvens,

neliks gyvas.

Pati negailestingiausia

priezasciy ir rySiy sankirta,

sekmes ir atsitiktinumo

avarinis susidurimas -
niekas neliks gyvas.
VisiSkai veltui jie jsivaizdavo,
kad iSgalvos priezastis,
suras alibi

ir prikurps plany,

veltui budi sargybinis,
veltui budi miestas,
veltui budi tévai,

veltui tas bruzdesys -
niekas,

niekas neliks gyvas.
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PORNOGRAFIJA

Publistiné poema-manifestas

Skiriu Sakartvelo vidaus reikaly ministerijai, iskélusiai pornografijos byla
del Gasparo Noé filmo ,Meile*“.

Taip pat skiriu Zmonems, vieSinantiems slaptus uZrasus, kuriuose
vaizduojamas asmeninis gyvenimas

IS vieSosios veiklos apraisky

pornografija — pati iSkiliausia.

Sasha Grey — visuomenés veikéja,

daugiau nuveikusi auklédama jaunuomene,

nei Noamas Chomsky’is, Hegelis ar Dimitris Uznadzeé.
Metas jau reikalauti pornografijos pamokuy!

Nuo pat pirmos klasés!

,Stai jis, tas pirstas, bitent — vidurinysis pirétas*.
Mokytoja turi buti nuoga,

apsirengusi mokytoja — reakcinga,

iSsivadeéjusi praeities atgyvena.

Vaikai privalo zinoti tiesa.

Kaledy Senelio néra,

bet yra Indigo Augustine,

o dar labiau egzistuoja jos nepakartojamos kratys,
Sventosios Indigo Augustine’os i$pazintis —
metafraziné pornografija.

Privalome suprasti, kad gilus jos minetas

yra ne banalus erotizmas.

Tai — pasikartojanti antikiné misterija,

meniné aliuzija,

aktas, primenas falo kulta.

Vaikai privalo zinoti tai, ka nuo jy slepia tévai,

ir kodel ima drebéti vyresnéliy broliy rankos,

vos pasisukus kalbai apie slépiningus dalykus,

kodél ryja seile jy tévai,

kai trumpas jaunos kaimynés sijonas

plevena ore lyg retorinis klausimas...

Taigi turétume mokyti mokyklose pornografijos,

o vietoje Shakespeare’o, Galaktiono Tabidzés ar Homero
nagrinéti Jenng Jameson ir Ning Mercedez!

(Sasha Grey - klasika, todél jos bus mokomasi véliau.)
VieSuosius intelektualus turéty pakeisti vieSieji pornografai,
teapsiSviecia kartos!

Kunilingo seminarai nuo devintos klasés,

BDSM egzaminai abiturientams,

stropus mokinys turi plaktis rimbu.

Ar dildo — Saltasis ginklas? —

teiraujasi policininkas,

vos pradéjes dirbti VRM.

Dildo - susildo! -

atranda naujg saskambj pradedantysis poetas

ir suSaudo nepatogy klausima uzdavusj policininkg
bukake — patikima japoniska technologija.

Pries dvejus metus Iraklis Kakabadzeé sitlé surengti
vie$a grupine masturbacijag parlamento patalpose,
taCiau dabartiniai deputatai nugvelbé jo performanso idéja
ir, nepaisydami autoriaus teisiy,

kasdien kartoja tg spektaklj:

beje, kieno ranka jgudusi,

galit prie jo prisidéti.

Pornografijos platinimo draugija —

puikus pavadinimas:

ji sukurs estetines prielaidas

keisti etinj pagrinda.

Bus prieSinamasi,

bet vis tiek privalome tikéti Sia idéja,

kaip Martinas Lutheris tikéjo 93-aja teze,

kaip Putinas — Soviety Sajungos atkurimu,

kaip Trumpas — karo atneSima taika,

kaip komunisty laikrastpalaikis — Panteleimonu Giorgadze,
kaip Bidzina IvaniSvilis — Bidzina lvanisviliu.

Yra zmoniy, vaikStanciy taip,

kad jy kojos nelieCia Zzemés,

pornografija — tai iSkrypimas, teigia jie

ir sudeda lupas, lyg mégindami istarti garsa ,,u”,
iSsiviepia,

tarsi buty gime ne i$ sueities,

bet tarytum Aténé Paladé -

iSlinde tiesiai i$ Dzeuso galvos.

Pornografija — pilietinis Zygdarbis,

kuo tikriausias visuomenés reiskinys,

vieSasis diskursas.

Kiekvienas falas, kuriuo suSeriama Sashai Grey per veida —
tai vieSas pareiSkimas,

galinga politiné zinia,

ir mes privalome vertinti jj rimtai,

nuodugniai studijuoti,

sekti jo judéjimo trajektorijg,

juk jis gali lemti musy ateit;.

Kai paleidi savo chromosomas j skirtingas moteris,

ju makstyse tavo varpa nepaliaudama raso genetine matrica.

Visad jauti pornografijos paslaptj, kiny gramatika,

kai tavo veiksnys burnoje sutampa su jos tariniu.

Argi buna moksliskesniy, tikslesniy ir aiSkesniy dalyky?
Argi gali valstybé duoti daugiau?
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Valstybe iSeina medzioti vaiduokliy tik tuomet,

kai kalbama apie Gaspara Noé.

Valstybé kovoja su pornografija,

kovoja su meile ne vien pagal Gasparo Noé traktuote,
ji kovoja su meile kaip idéja,

nes meilé néra kapitalas,

ji neatnesa investicijy,

negausina biudzeto (veikiau prieSingai)...

Dieve mano, koks Siurkstus pragmatizmas,

palikit mums dar ka nors Sventa,

ko nesutersét savo politiniu darvinizmu.

Palikit tyras RedTube, PornHub ir YouPorn salas.
Patrauki, valdzia, savo rankas nuo mano genitalijy,
patrauki ranka nuo mano rankos (ji jau turi darbo).
Papasakosiu psichologineg alegorija:

jsivaizduokit pornografijos sutraumuotus vaikus,
rezisierius negailestingas:

viename kadre

aktorés makstis, rodoma stambiu planu,

Ziuri j placiai atmerktas vaiko akis,

koks pazjstamas zvilgsnis ir koks Siurpus, galvoja jie
ir pajunta sazinés grauzatj.

Jie dar nieko negirdéjo apie Platono olg,

todél jy asociacijos

leidzia tik aiSkiai jvardinti baime.

Jie uzaugs,

ir tas atkaklus zvilgsnis

be paliovos primins jiems artéjancig mirtj.

VERSLUS POETAS

Keliauju po kalba (be vizos),

sudarau verslo sutartis su veiksmazodziais ir daiktavardziais
ir paliaubas su jaustukais.

AS - verslus poetas.

Vedu diplomatines derybas su binarinémis prieSstatomis,
atsistoju pamates priesdélj — esu mandagus.

Taciau butajam laikui atgreziu nugarg — koks akiplésal
Pasitikrinu savo Saknj — man reikia stovéti tvirtai.

AS - verslus poetas.

Tobulinu santykiy formas — pats palaikau gerg forma.
Suderinu pabyréjusig savo kuno infrastruktura — begioju.
ISsikraudamas j pirma sutikta mergina,

investuoju hormonus - oho!

Nieko asmeniska, tai — tik eilérastis.

AS - verslus poetas.

Tiems, kurie mety metus gyveno gatavy atsakymuy kaléjime,
visiems suteikiau amnestija.

Metas kad mums visiems priteisty taika!

Metas kad mums visiems priteisty meile!

Taip mums ir reikial

Jokio pakantumo menkiems jauduliams!

AS - verslus poetas.

Meginu iSnaikinti separatizmag -

susvetiméjima tarp kalbos (tai yra valstybes)

ir Zzmogaus (tai yra Zzmogaus).

Kas kalba - visad meluoja.

O kas raso - visad atskleidzia

tai, apie ka meluoja raSydamas.

Mano melas - per vidurj,

mano eilérasciai — betarpiski.

AS - verslus poetas.
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REKLAMOS PAUZE

Noriu namy

noriu arbatos

noriu kavos

noriu pinigy

noriu sekso

noriu sekso Kleopatros vonioj

noriu reklamos pauzés

noriu antro Freudo psichoanalizés tomo
ir treCio Freudo psichoanalizés tomo
ir ketvirto Freudo psichoanalizés tomo
noriu evoliucijos

noriu psichinés mutacijos

noriu buti Waltas Whitmanas

ir kad jus butumét teroristai

noriu Dada

noriu dédés

noriu Europos Sajungos ir euroremonto
noriu juodojo

strazdo plazdesio

$naresiy Sorapanio

taip toli nuo Gurdzistano

a$ juodas zmogus

juoda kepure

noriu asfalto

noriu Lindos

noriu pandos

noriu inkliuzyviy angely

ir ekskliuzyviniy BBC laidy

noriu Simto milijony asmeninéje sgskaitoje
ir kad Mis Amerika sedéty ant keliy
noriu kavos

noriu kavos

noriu kavos ir negyvenamy saly
noriu asimetrisky dievy

noriu simetrisky draugy

noriu ekonomikos zlugimo formulés
ir zmogiskos laimes formulés

noriu pigios degtinés

ir jachtos Dardaneluose

ir dar jachtos Ramiajame vandenyne
noriu Gonkury premijos

noriu Bukerio

noriu Nobelio

kad nusipirk&iau namus

kad nupirkc¢iau léliy savo zmonai

kad nusipirkCiau ramig mirtj
kad nusipirk&iau maza rojaus sklypelj
ir ten pagaliau iSsimiegociau.

KODEL AS RASAU?

Daznai klausiu,

bet niekad nerandu atsakymo.
Ir visad kai nerandu atsakymo,
rasau.

Kitaip tariant: raSau, nes nerandu atsakymo —
Sie zodziai galéty buti atsakymas j tg klausima,

jmantrus hedonistiSkas akmuo j darza to, kuris klausia

ir j to, kurio klausiama.

Einu prie$ véja (kaip Mozartas)

ir manau, kad kitg eilérastj

galbut parasSysiu po keliy ménesiy,
pradésiu nuo gamtos aprasymo,

nuo to, kaip per zalig aléjg tursena mazylis
ir kauksi akmenukai jam po kojomis.

Kad buty paveikiau,

kuriame nors eilérastyje pavaizduosiu Sunj
(nes istikimybeés simbolis

ir apskritai kelia teigiamas emocijas).

O Sis eilérastis bus pasmerktas buti atsakymu,
kaip ir visi kiti,

patikimas tarsi prisiekes liudininkas:

prisiekiu sakyti poezija,

tik poezijg ir nieko kito iSskyrus poezija.

Manes klausia: kodél tu rasai?

Ir a$ Zvelgiu su baime

i kuprota punktuacijos praraja,

plytinCia tarp Sio klausimo ir mano kuno.
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EN

Translated by Manana Matiashvili and Kristian Karlsson

LITERATURE AND TECHNOLOGY

| hurled a great novel by Camilo José Cela

at the night butterfly, smashing it against the wall.

Got it? Step by step literature becomes practical,

while technology tries to somehow take its place:

The iPhone fits the hand better,

seems to have surrendered to the shape of fingers.

Well, let’s not behave as ungrateful people,

but Camilo José Cela, we have to confess,

is better at killing butterflies.

Once | used to bring a paperback edition of Lasha Nadareishvili
to the bathroom

but then the super soft toilet paper appeared

(God bless high tech!)

and his books became useless.

That’s a pity, but what to do? That’s how

technology deals with literature.

| have nothing against my fridge from Bosch —

it freezes better than, say, Camilo José Cela,

but, to be honest, with a book titled The Family of Pascual Duarte
you can thoroughly ruin a complete family of butterflies.

Look, this is where its power lies —

in practice, in destruction... Who would expect that!?

I’'m looking at the butterfly right now, like a speechless mourner.
It seems to have become the sacrifice of great literature.

| think we might be able to understand each other better now —
me and the butterfly.

ORDERS

Let there be houses for the homeless,
millions for the broke,

inspiration for the poets,

a skeleton for the tongue,

sheep for the sleepless — one sheep, two sheep, three sheep...
let there be strength for those in love

to spread themselves in each other,

let there be toys for the kids,

for the dictators too,

let there be freedom for the imagination
and food for the hungry,

let there be trees for the winds

to get some rest in the branches,

let there be nothing at all for the politicians.

23



UNSURVIVING

Even if my Lord defends the city,

the vigilance of the watchman is pointless — nobody will survive.
Houses will be set on fire, roads will sway,

all infants will climb out of their cradles

and kill themselves in front of people

because nobody will survive.

The legs will start to melt on the one who is treading the long way

and a man half-buried in his own limbs

can’t be saved by anyone;

snakes will flourish in our beds and the split tongues will sprout from the walls,
and they will tell everything that was inappropriate to talk about before.
The vigilance of a watchman,

the vigilance of mothers is pointless — nobody will survive.
Fortune-tellers won’t be able to read any palms,

readers won’t be able to read any poems,

worshippers won’t be able to read any prayers,

politicians won’t talk so loudly,

instead they will cough and throw their bleeding tonsils away — nobody will survive.

Plane trees will sprout leaves of cement, passengers will lose their shadows,
words will be as heavy as stones, our mouths will be fed up with stones
and our shadows will murmur in our place.

Nobody will survive.

All baby-sitters will abandon the babies,

with rifles carried across their shoulders they are shaped as crosses
and bless everybody in sight with a bullet

(as for the already dead, they will get their blessings

discharged just in case) —

nobody,

nobody,

nobody will survive.

Even the one likely to survive will not survive at all,

because nobody will survive

the most severe intersection of reason and result,

a fatal attack of happiness and accidentally.

Nobody will survive.

It was wrong to believe they would fathom the reasons,

provide themselves with alibis or make arrangements.

The vigilance of the watchman is pointless,

in vain as the vigilance of cities,

meaningless as the vigilance of parents,

doing anything is like chasing the wind,

nobody,

nobody will survive.
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PORN

(The publicist’s poem-manifesto)

Dedicated to the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia, that banned
the movie Love by Gaspar Noé, choosing to regard it as pornography.
Also dedicated to people who publish illegal records of private life.

Among public activities

nothing is as noble as pornography.

Sasha Grey is the single public figure

who has contributed more to the education of these generations
than Noam Chomsky, Friedrich Hegel or Dimitri Uznadze.

It’s time to put porn on the curriculum

from the very first grade, teaching kids this way:

This is a violet. This is a finger, namely, the middle finger.

Teachers must appear naked at work.

Any dressed teacher would be considered reactionary, a frigid relict of the past.
The children have the right to know the truth:

Santa Claus does not exist, while Indigo Augustine does,

and her amazing breasts exist even more.

Confessions by Saint Indigo Augustine — seems to be apocryphal porn.
We shouldn’t consider her deep throat to be some banal eroticism.
It’s the continuation of an ancient ritual, or just a literary allusion
that brings to mind the actions of the Phallic cult.

The children should learn what their parents hide from them,

why the hands of their elder brothers tremble

when touching objects with cavities;

why their fathers show signs of desire

when the short dress of a neighborhood girl

lingers in the air like an interrogation mark.

That’s why we should teach pornography in school,

better to teach Jenna Jameson and Nina Mercedez

than Friedrich Schiller, Galaktion Tabidze and Homer.

(Sasha Grey is essential to pornography, so let’s get back to her later on.)
Famous intellectuals should leave place for public pornographers,
may the new generations learn!

Classes in cunnilingus will be held in ninth grade,

while final exams in BDSM are for graduates.

Any good student is sure to be whipped.

“A dildo, it’s a cold iron, isn’t it?” the policeman asks.

“Dildos — Prose,” the young poet with a new rhyme

will shoot a round of bukkake at the ignorant policeman

(Japanese technology is always reliable!).

Some years ago Irakli Kakabadze made plans for a performance
of group-masturbation in front of the Parliament building.

But our current members of parliament did steal that idea

and perform it on a daily basis now
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without defending the rights of immaterial property.

By the way, you can join them if you still put such a deep trust in your libido.
The Porn Developing Society —

such a wonderful name for an organization

that will create an esthetic platform

for changing the basics of our ethics.

It’s an oxymoron but we need to believe in it,

as Martin Luther believed in his “95 Theses,”

as Putin believes in a reunion of the Soviet Union,

as Trump believes that war can make peace,

as Bidzina Ivanishvili believes in Bidzina lvanishvili.

There are people who walk as if

they don’t touch ground at all —

and they say that porn is the perversion.

When they utter this phrase they shape their mouths

as if intending to say “O” with a grin.

One might think they weren’t born after coitus

but straight out of the head of Zeus like Pallas Athena.

Pornography is a distinguished profession,

a kind of social work, the general discourse.

Each phallus ejaculating on Sasha Grey’s face

equals a political statement, or an important social announcement —
We must treat it seriously

and think it thoroughly through,

we must also investigate the trajectory

as it is about to set our future — I mean by the investment of chromosomes

in various women, the penis is like a pen writing the matrix of genes on vaginas.

You experience the mystery of porn, the grammar of bodies,

when your noun penetrates her verb.

It couldn’t be more scientific, more precise, or even clearer.

What else could a state provide?

Our country is only waiting for the ghosts of misunderstanding

when there is talk about Gaspar Noé — although the State is against porn,

it is Love it fights, including that of Gaspar Noé, it fights the concept of Love as
Love is not money

and won’t be followed by investments.

It won’t increase the budget (rather the other way around).

Oh, my God, what a crude pragmatism...

Leave us something sacred

uncorrupted by your political Darwinism.

Don’t touch the innocent lagoons of RedTube, PornHub and YouPorn!

Hey, you, government officials, keep your hands off my genitalia!

Keep your hands off my hands (one is already busy).

I’ll tell you a psychological fable:

Here you have the children, traumatized by porn:

the producer is ruthless:

in one of the close-ups the vagina looks directly into
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the wide open eyes of the children.

A gaze so familiar and frightening, the children think,
and experience remorse.

They have yet to hear about Plato’s cave story,

that’s why their associations are limited to simple feelings of fear.

As grown-ups that gazing close-up
will always remind them of the birth of death.

A BUSY POET

No visa is required from my language,

| obtain business contracts from verbs and nouns,

| use intermissions for interjections,

I’m a busy poet.

| lead diplomatic negotiations with binary oppositions,
| stand after a prefix — like a gentleman,

but | turn a blind eye to the past — impudent!

| check my base - | have to stand strong,

I’'m a busy poet.

| practice all forms of interrelations — I’'m in shape.

| rebuild the crumbed infrastructure of my body — I run.
For leisure | invest my hormones in the first girl | meet — oops!
Nothing personal, just poetry,

I’m a busy poet.

| set everyone free

from a life in the prison of ready-made answers.

It’s time to be sentenced to peace!

It’s time to be sentenced to love!l

We deserve even worse!

Zero tolerance for petty obsessions!

I’'m a busy poet.

[ try to eliminate the separatism -

the separation of language (AKA the State)

and human beings (AKA human beings).

The one who speaks is always lying.

The one who writes is always

exposed by the lies he writes.

My lies are ordinary,

my poems extraordinary.

I’m a busy poet.
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A TELEVISION COMMERCIAL

Yearning for home.

Yearning for tea.

Yearning for coffee.

Yearning for sex.

Yearning for sex in Cleopatra’s bathroom.

Yearning for a television commercial.

Yearning for the second volume of psychoanalysis by Sigmund Freud,
and the third volume of psychoanalysis by Sigmund Freud,
and the fourth volume of psychoanalysis by Sigmund Freud.
| need evolution.

| need psychological mutation.

| need for me to be Walt Whitman

and for you to be terrorists.

Need Dada.

Need Daddy.

Need the EU and the EU standards in repair works.
Yearning for fizzling,

for fine fieldfares,

for Fred and the fortress,

for It’s Far to Gurjistan

for a furious man with black fur hat.

| need black asphalt.

| need Linda.

| need pandas.

Yearning for inclusive angels

and exclusive BBC programs.

Need to have 100 million on my private bank account
and an appointed private meeting with Miss USA.

| need coffee.

| need coffee,

a cup of coffee on wasteland islands.

Yearning for asymmetrical gods

and symmetrical friendship.

| need to know the formula for economical collapses
and for human happiness too.

| need cheap vodka

and a yacht in the Pacific.

I need The Goncourt Prize and after that

| need The Booker Prize and after that

| need The Nobel Prize as well.

| need prizes to buy a house,

to buy dolls for my wife,

to buy myself a tranquil death,

to buy a small piece of land in Paradise

where | could oversleep.

WHY DO | WRITE?

| often ask myself this question

although unable to answer

and left without answers

| always write.

Thus, | write because | have no answer:

which could be the answer to this question —

an oblique stone thrown simultaneously

into the gardens of the questioner and the answerer.

Hopefully my next poem

will begin by depicting a beautiful landscape,
tottering infants in the green mall,

calmness,

complete calmness -

| will let a cute dog into the poem

for enhanced reactions

(after all, this common symbol of devotion
stimulates positive emotions),

and the poem will be doomed to be an answer,
to be as trustworthy as eyewitnesses.

| will provide poetry as evidence:

the whole poetry and nothing but the poetry.
But still, when I’'m asked:

Why do | keep writing?

| fearfully stare at the humpback abyss

in between the question mark and my body.
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