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Asta Fanney Sigurdardéttir is a poet, a practising visual artist as
well as a composer, singer and filmmaker. She is widely consid-
ered one of her country‘s most innovative poetry and art perform-
ers. Her first collection of poetry, ,,Eilifdarné6n“has been translated
into English, German and Swedish. In 2017 she was the recipient
of Ljédstafur Jons ur Vor poetry prize and nominated for Bernard
Heidsieck Prize in Pompidou in 2021. Her latest books are ,,Gluggi
- draumskra“ and ,,Hyena called Yesterday“. Asta Fanney’s work
is often elusive and brings us the evanescence of dreams. Her po-
etics and approach to the structure of sound, words and music
make an interesting combination where many worlds and art disci-
plines come together.
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the poem

a glass ball
revolving

keeps time and life

the pivot point in the centre
a sorcerous core

the hands
a smokegold
colour

and | fall alseep

the train closes with a light

night fills the air




we breathe in the dark

three pushbuttons
uplit
yellow, red, blue

blinking to the rhythm of the engine
a Sheriff

sits
in the driver’'s compartment

a star
above his heart

shows the way
(the way to time)

we all breathe slowly

to the rhythm
of the keys

the spirit suspires
the body follows

the mind is a net in the ocean
thoughts
the coordinates

the mind is a train station
thoughts
the platforms



this one takes you that way
this one takes you that way
this one takes you that way
this one takes you that way

nothing is as it seems

everything
is
all sorts

a cup of coffee is a dream
a dried grain of rice, a dream
a roundabout, a dream

a cell phone, a dream

a dream, a dream

an escapade, a dream
sixlittleducks, a dream

the radio, a dream

a diamond, a dream

an argument, a refection
love, love

a body, a temple

a temple, a house for spirits




[ CARRIAGE A ]

stations and remainders
(some places are the same places only different)

the upholstery — a collection of unsaid words
or a forest of forgetfulness

we touch it

carefully

the short-cropped pelt
velvet under our fingertips

an animal to be approached with caution
a skittery horse foaming at the mouth

from there

lots of little pools

many long skinny lakes
growth rings and groundswells
ponds

((the napepond is an eye))



[ CARRIAGE B ]

n.b.

no doubt

difficult

choosing a destination
when nothing is certain

and stolen byways

take you for a ride

off the highway

you can see it on the screen
time + destination

words that shine blink turn
turn

into fuel lights that are set
afire

into indicator lights

into reverse lights

brake lights

turn into seat belt lights in turbulence
into hazard lights

and the windshield is all steam
and where are we going?
and the napepond is a compass




[ CARRIAGE C ]

the curtains open
nothing

the eyes open
nothing

a pond forms in the nape of the neck

the surrounding garden, a peaceful dream
we see the world reflected in the pond
crooked misshapen

in sleep there is a flock of birds

and a red-red crow on my shoulder rela&s soothsayings from its
wing it brings images

to the eyes

the days converge on the hill
the dream merges with the days
I merge with the images

we look back
we look out



[ THIRD WINDOW ]

a kite, triangle tail
its anchor a fishing line wrapped around a baton

a pink moor
pink in youth in bliss | think

pink stick raw
yellow stick raw
green stick raw

castle and countertop
guests with triple feet
the fly is a dragon

silverdough made of gravel and crimemud

a time when money didn’t exist
and life was long and the future distant
and the city was big




[ SECOND WINDOW ]

(hazeblue mountain and brown slopes covered with crisp moss)

under the sky there are 3 buckets

this bucket keeps sand

this bucket keeps rain

this bucket keeps humility and guilt and shame
and light and tears

and a faint light and a road on a mountain in an old wristwatch
sketch due dates
and varieties in nature and a boat is a bridge
that comes and goes and comes and goes

and came and went and came and went

we sipped spring water by an open window in the limerick room
a ghost and me mopping the floors bringing words into play in
the night’s opening



[ FIRST WINDOW ]

the rose in the lapel
of a black jacket down a crag

death death death
death in afternoon rain

afternoon rain
rivers of light

in lines

long puddle mirrors

studded tyres ~ boat

hailwhite closeby shrimptail is a moon?
seems to budge flaccidly in the storm

a microwave in the eyes
peril in the eyes

atoms in the eyes

hot hot ocean in the eyes
death

death death in the eyes

almost death almost extinction and life in the eyes




GLEAM&DELICA [ CAFETERIA]

we set traps for the superstitions
that waited beyond high hills
and a glowfruit
in hiding
behind clear veils

| give birth to suns
for the morning hoax
slippery planets
in a dream dressed in cocktail shoes
waterproof, long
and kneel over the waterbody
in search of a refection

a nighthaired waiter

meets me in the spiral staircase
me
yes you
| didn’t hide the water mirror
| saw it disappear
like a white cat in snow

neighbours on either shoulder
water the white horses
ripple the plain

| didn’t come here to toothbrush the wolves

we still wait
the gleam approaches

a goldmoon traces shadowgraphs



INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST BLINK

on the paper plane there is a message
and another message
and in the air
before it collides with the wall
we are alive
while the messages are on their way
we exist
even those 2 seconds gliding
before crash-landing
are enough
to breathe
in
and
out
and suck in the whole world
through the eyes
and down into the belly

there the images accumulate
coat the mucous membrane
emboss the skin from within




BLUELIGHT (FIRST BLINK)

lucent swans mulch the horseshoes
of the wind-footed

follow sandmen
to restless waters

hoar-frosted by the eyelid people
who were all ears

a seaspectre sings to a lingering stench
a siren in the eyecorner
a sandman sprinkles

ice-pearls glitter
on an ice-floe dream

gently slinking

like silk-lint

a fire crawls under the skin
settles into the center

navel and fishskin
a cord a wick

projected under the umbrella:
images



INTRODUCTION TO THE SECOND BLINK

| hesitate with frostbitten hands in a warm bowil
an ardent balance stings
in the middle of a stair
| can’t remember
whether | was headed up
or down

a near-symmetrical fold in a sheet
became a flag
we watched it part the storm’s wind
to either side
the names of
sensitive things
come in pieces
and the patience
it takes
to puzzle together the letters
is enough
to slow down all
movement




BLUELIGHT (SECOND BLINK)

a neigh in the distance
a swan skating wet sand web-footed

a din, clopping
crackle, blaze and blue lights

the crumpled linoleum of a jamboree
almost coats the water

a forest auk
flies with legs hidden

are mermaids here

yes

they dive for crypto-currency
said the vampire

she and the auk neigh softly

both blink

as they dance on the line
that separates

normal people

and odd birds

to reach the city

you must scale this wall
with bus-money

then they laughed neighed
took to the air

flapping slowly



INTRODUCTION TO THE THIRD BLINK

I have sand in my pocket

I have sand as a packed lunch

| have the difference between a grain of sand and
pepper as a packed lunch

leather-black sand and leather-black pepper

are deserts museums of shattered glass?

and sand boxes too?

are there spells on one-way traffic?
on arteries that never end
and lie least of all in circles?

you can overturn the hourglass
but it always passes the same

what error in judgement
has me eating sand?
again and again?
is the mind a magnet?
is the heart steel?
and everything else, sand

sand

sand

And another thing:

— | have never seen a hopeless plant

— mountains don’t need roots to weather storms
— age is to (almost) everything irrelevant

— the spirit has no limits




BLUELIGHT (THIRD BLINK)

the pepper-leather-people
and the walls leak

a shuttle-steed rears

pepper flag
brick walls leak

the fan
pumps air
into inner storms

red hose-mobiles
and the soot forms a skin
a landscape that obscures

uncertain eyes head for an open skylight
(when fires start on the lowest floor there’s only one way out)

but sleep tucks dallyclocks

under an ashduvet

in a dungeon casket

the coals

are still warm

melt sand to glass,

dune-blown, to see

after dark and a morning lark stirs

many ticks
under pressure
all coals turn to treasure

in an instant
and the crownglass shatters to its song



Asta Fanney Sigurdardoéttir er 1j6d- og tonskald, myndlistar- og
kvikmyndagerdarmadur. Hin er pekkt fyrir frumlega gjorninga
bar sem huan blandar saman ljédum, myndlist og ténlist. Fyrsta
ljodasafn hennar, ,Eilifdarnon“, hefur verid pytt a ensku, pysku
og sansku. Arid 2017 hlaut hin Ljédstaf Jons Gr Vor og tilnefnd
til Bernard Heidsieck verdlaunanna i Pompidou arid 2021. Nyjustu
baekur hennar eru ,Gluggi — draumskra“ og ,,Hyena called
Yesterday“. Verk Astu Fanneyjar eru oft marglaga og fara okkur
hverfulleika drauma. Nalgun hennar a uppbyggingu tungumalsins
og tengingu hljéda, orda og tonlistar mynda ahugaverda heild par
sem margir heimar og listgreinar koma saman.
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glerkula

snyst { hringi
geymir tima og lif
sniningspunkturinn innst

kjarni ur galdri

hendurnar
reykgull
litur
og ég sofna
lestin lokast med ljosi
néttin fyllir loftio

vid 6ndum ad okkur myrkrinu




prir prystihnappar

upplystir
gulur, raudur, blar

blikka i takt vid vélarhlj6did
fogeti

situr
i stjornklefa

hann er med stjornu
tyrir ofan hjartad

hin visar

(leid ad tima)

vid 6ndum 61l hagt

i takt
vid takkana

andinn andar
likaminn fylgir

heilinn er net { sjonum
hnit 4 midum

hugsanir

heilinn er lestarstod
brautarpallar
hugsanir



pessi fer med pig pangad
bessi fer med pig pangad
pessi fer med pig pangad
pessi fer med pig pangad

ekkert er eins og pad virdist vera

allt
er
alls konar

kaffibolli er draumur
pornad hrisgrjéon draumur
hringtorg draumur
farsimi draumur
draumur draumur
svadilfér draumur
uglasatdkvisti draumur
utvarpid draumur
demantur draumur
rifrildi speglun

ast ast

likami hof

hof hus fyrir anda




[VAGN A]

stédvar og eftirstodvar

(sumir stadir eru somu stadirnir nema 6druvisi)

dklaedin — safn 6sagdra orda
eda frumskogur gleymsku

vid snertum pad
varlega
stutthaerdur feldurinn

flauel undir fingurgémunum

dyr sem parf ad nalgast med getni
feelinn hestur med méldropa

padan

margar litlar laugar

morg 1ong mjé stéduvotn
arhringir og undiréldur
tjarnir

((hnakkatjorn er auga))



[VAGN B]

ath.

eflaust

vandasamt

a0 akveda dfangastad

begar ekkert er fyrir vist

og stolnir afleggjarar
afvegaleida

ut af hradbraut

pad sést 4 skjanum
timasetning + afangastadur
ord sem skina blikka breytast
breytast

i bensinljés sem kviknar

i

i stefnuljés

i bakkljos

bremsuljés

breytast { satisbeltaljés { 6kyrrd

i varudarljés

og framridan er méda
og hvert erum vid ad fara?
og hnakkatjorn er attaviti




[VAGN C]

gluggatjoldin dregin fra
ekkert
augun opnast

ekkert

tjorn myndast { hnakkanum

gardurinn { kring fridsall draumur

vid sjaum heiminn endurspeglast { tjorninni
skakkt afmyndad

i svefni er ger fugla
og alraud kraka ferir mér véfréttir 4 6xl ur veeng eru myndir
{ augunum

dagarnir renna saman { brekkunni
draumurinn rennur saman vid dagana

ég renn saman vid myndirnar

vid horfum aftur

vid horfum 1t



[PRIDJI GLUGGI |

flugdreki prihornahali
akkerid girni vafio um kefli

bleikur méi

bleikur { @skunni saelunni held ég

bleik spyta hrd
gul spyta hra
graen spyta hrd

kastali og budarbord
gestir med prefalda faetur
flugan er dreki

silfurdeig Gr mol og gleepamold

timi pegar peningar voru ekki til
og lifid var langt og framtidin fjarlaeg
og borgin var stér




[ANNAR GLUGGI]

(fjall médublatt og brunar hlidar fylltar stokkum mosa)

undir himninum eru 3 f6tur

pessi fata geymir sand

pessi fata geymir regn

pessi fata geymir blygd og sekt og skomm
og ljés og tar

og tira og vegur 4 fjalli { gdmlu uri

teikna gjalddaga

og afbrigdi { natturu og batur er bra

sem kemur og fer og kemur og fer
og kom og fér og kom og fér

supum olkelduvatn vid opinn glugga { limrustofu
draugur og ég ad skara ad tefla ordum fram { naturbyrjun



[FYRSTI GLUGGI |

résin { hnappagatinu
4 svortum frakka nidur klett

daudi daudi daudi
daudi i siddegisrigningu

siddegisrigning
ljésar

i linum

langir pollspeglar

nagladekk ~ batur

élhvitur nalegur rekjuspordur er tungl?
virdist bifast linur { roki

orbylgjuofn i augunum

va { augunum

atéom i augunum

heitur heitur sjér { augunum
daudi

daudi daudi { augunum

nzstum pvi daudi nestum pvi aldaudi og lif { augunum




GLAMPI & KRESINGAR [CAFETERIA]

vid beittum brégdum 4 hindurvitni
sem bidu handan vid stéra héla
og skinaldin
i felum
bak vid glaersledur
ég fadi sélir
fyrir platmorgna
sleipar planetur
i draumi klaedd kokteilském
vatnsheldum 16ngum
og grufi yfir vatnsbélinu
i leit ad spegilmynd

nzturhardur pjénn
maetir mér { hringstiganum
¢g
japa
ég faldi ekki vatnsspegilinn
ég sa hann hverfa
eins og hvitan kétt { snjé

nagrannar 4 6xl
vokva 6ldurdt

gara sléttu

ég kom ekki hingad til ad tannbursta ulfa

vid bidum enn
glampinn faerist neer
gullmdni markar skuggamyndir



INNGANGUR AP FYRSTA BLIKKI

a skutlunni eru skilabod
og enn onnur skilabod
og 7 loftinu
adur en hin klessir 4 vegginn
erum vi0 lifandi
d medan skilabodin eru d leidinni
erum vid til
adeins pessar 2 sekvindur d svifi
fyrir brotlendingu
eru negar
til ad anda
inn
og
ut
og sjiga allan heiminn
nn um angun
o0g nidur i maga

par safnast myndirnar saman
pekja slimvegginn innan fra
prykkjast undir hiidina




blaljés (fyrsta blikk)

skaralftir urda skeifur
vindfzttra

fylgja lokbram
a0 6ravokuvatni

hvarmafélkid héladi
og lagdi vid hlustir

sjédraugur syngur vid unandi daun
sirena { jadarsjén
sandmadur stréir

glitra isperlur
4 jakadraumi

ljaft og skridandi

likt og silkil6

ferist eldur undir skinnid
tekur sér bélfestu { midjunni

nafli og rod
strengur kveikur

undir regnhlifinni
er myndunum varpad



INNGANGUR AD ODPRU BLIKKI

ég hika med frostbitnar hendur i heitri skal
dkaft jafnvegi svidur

i midjum stiga

man ég ekki

hvort leidin la upp

eda niour

neestum sambverft brot i laki
vard ad fana
vi0 horfoum d hann adskilja rokio
sitthvoru megin
nem fyrirberi
bera nafn sitt i biitum
og si polinmedi
sem pad tekur
ad piisla saman stofum

er neg
11l ad hegja a allri

hreyfingu




blaljés (annad blikk)

hnegg 1 fjarska
fitskautar svanur blautan sand

dynur héfatak
snark, bl og bl4 16s

krumpadur gélfdikur galsaveislu
nzstumpekur votn

skogarilka
flygur med lappirnar faldar

eru hafmeyjur hér

jé

bar kafa eftir rafmynt
sagll vampyran

hin og dlka hneggja lagt

augu beirra beggja blikka
begar par dansa 4 linu
sem skilur ad

venjulegt folk

og furdufugla

til ad komast til borgarinnar
parftu ad klifa pennan mur
med ritupeningum

svo hlégu par hneggjudu
tékust 4 loft

blakandi hegt



INNGANGUR AD PRIDJA BLIKKI

ég er med sand { vasanum

ég er med sand i nesti

ég er med mun 4 sandkorni og pipar i nesti
ledursvartan sand og ledursvartan pipar
eru eydimerkur prisundbrotasofn?

eru sandkassar pad lika?

eru alog d emnstefnu?
d edum sem enda aldrei
og liggja allra sist i hringi?

stundaglasinu er hegt ad hvolfa
en pad rennur alltaf eins

hvada hugsanavilla
feer mig til ad borda sand?

aftur og aftur?

er hugur segull?

og hjartad stal?

og allt hitt er sandur

sandur
sandur

AJd 6dru:

— ég hef aldrei séd vonlansa plontu

— fjoll purfa ekki retur til ad standast storma
— aldur er (nestum) ollu 6viokomandi

— andinn d sér enginn takmork




blaljés (pridja blikk)

piparledurfélkio

og veggirnir leka

prjonar skutlufikur
piparfani
murveggir leka

viftan
dalir lofti
{ innri storma

raudir slongubilar
og s6tid myndar hud
landslag sem felur

6viss augu stefna 4 opinn pakglugga
(begar upptok elda eru 4 nedstu had er ttgonguleidin adeins ein)

en svefn hjilpar bidklukkum

undir dskusang

i dyflissukistu

eru kolin

enn heit

brada sand { gler,

girubjagad og sjd

seint ad néttu og morgunhani rumskar

svo tifar oft
undan prystingi
breytast 6ll kol { gersemar

fandrd
og krinuglerid splundrast vid gal
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