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Origin

make ambassadors of your hands regardless of my birthplace
we are headed towards the origin of all that has been torn
down

swap your gender with mine

the finite betrays us

my name is moist molecules my mother keeps in a tiny blue
porcelain bottle in her kitchen

your name is the ineptness of my tongue, i will never master
its infinite incarnations

hands roam beneath my collarbones like stray dogs seeking
sustenance

like rivers we cross fictional boundaries, defy definitions,
become salt water

hands obey no traffic laws

skid towards each other, past each other, across the page, off
the page,

backs and bellies of alphabets crumble

borders between bodies dissolve

the wind dances across state lines erased and redrawn casts
thoughts showing no proof of identity migrate illegally across
membranes

elude checkpoints, take root not where they are citizens, but
where they might grow

“I'm confused,” you say to me, before moving your body
towards and on top of mine

“for a confused person you are going very directly for what you
want,” i reply

you laugh, and we continue - begin our ending

missing unspent tomorrows

we are headed towards the origin of all that has been torn
down

opposite worlds, same latitude line

slung between the dictates of ambiguous laws, amorphous
nationalities
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the clumsiness of sounds my tongue is not certain how to
make
signify our meeting

my name is river

your name stumbles against the banks of my mouth
thoughts migrate; i find remnants of your lines in mine
hands roam beneath my collar bones like stray dogs

can't remember words dissolve on my tongue

backs and bellies crumble

no traffic laws - skid towards each other, past each other,
across the page, off the page

no proof of identity, migrate, elude checkpoints, take root
“I'm confused,” you say before moving your body on top of
mine

“for a confused person you're very direct”

you laugh- we begin

missing unspent tomorrows

i will love you with my absence, if absence is the best way to
love you
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Waging Peace

in the kitchen your eyes observe me as though i were a
damaged animal.

your voice tiptoes around me - deliberate, measured, as if
negotiating with a terrorist. an outside observer might assume
i had gone ballistic last night - screamed, punched - your
posture slightly crushed, shoulders hunched as if withdrawing
from blows. but shouting and hitting would have frightened
you less than what i did. nothing. standing still. breathing.
unexplained silence, distance, punishes you more than fists.

i will explain to you

the difference between

implicit and explicit
memory
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it takes only one singular similar element to ignite the whole
constellation

your innocent foot kissed a landmine planted in my family
tree long before you were born. i am trying to calm invisible
explosions. muted screams.

i take a single pillow, a single blanket, lie down on your grey
sofa. it becomes a life raft as the waves of my breath rise and
fall

bedroom: door closed. my absence lies next to you like a
gaping wound in the mattress.

morning: we don't know how to approach each other
hallway: you flatten your thickness against the wall so our skin
doesn’t brush as i pass

maybe writing will save us

words eye the white-water currents, distrust their strength
if they overestimate their skill, there will be two dead bodies
instead of one

who is the better swimmer? who is drowning? we keep
switching roles.

careful calculations before war is waged

no calculations - a madman blazes forward with teargas, rape,
destroyed harvests

but how carefully | calculate the risks

before attempting to wage peace with you

the intricate mastery of your poems crashes against the
impossibility of a calm conversation

my hands conduct a gentle search-and-rescue mission on your
back. detect a sadness so profound
scientists as yet have no instruments to measure it
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with bizarre optimism and questionable commitment our
bodies combine on the sofa, lend each other breath

now there’s no seismograph to predict which would be the
greater tragedy: if we never see each other again, or if we do
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BOMBS

arms barely touching

through the curtain of our conversation
i can hear the bombs

still falling

the sky is an illegal blue

words swim towards me

contain

brown bodies on buoys barely breathing

woke up dreaming

with you wrapped around me
engulfing

me

in your dead sea

words swim towards me
lines land
stranded next to beached whales

listen

through your body, hear
poems throw

thorned blood red roses at
teargas and tanks

we sit

arms barely touching but

in spirit i lie down with you in the sand
listen to bombs

strike white rocks from a distance
under an illegally blue sky

SO many in internment camps awaiting deportation

states proclaim arch enemies




our verses carve the keys
a seed plants itself firmly
in the soft walls of my brain:

i'd be more likely to go to bed with you than to war
against you

my walls against your walls - rubbing

my wounds against your trauma

would make for some

very hot sex and a complete lack of perspective

crows surveilling the damage

the street severs damascus’ heart muscle
christian atriums, muslim ventricles

this septum stretches, slides somewhere between
your belly and my chest, we

disregard it, commence

to kiss the roofs back onto decapitated buildings

bombs

atoms surrender

nuclei merge

exponential explosion

consciousness / obliteration

stardust - that's how you taste in my mouth

but i don't write erotic poems

you write of magma

volcanoes are where i come from
no joke

i like to climb inside them

sing in your fingers molten
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maybe one day we'll

fuck so long we

no longer distinguish
between matter and energy

yes - i'm a physicist's daughter
let's calculate

a safe distance

between you and time
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HAUPTBAHNHOF

Pre-invasion, pre-tank tidbits

Life dissolved into one long train ride

The station’s name doesn't fit in my mouth
Help me carry my

Broken baby buggycharred, scattered

I'm breathing like I'm running

But I'm lying in bed

HAUPTBAHNHOF
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ICARUS HOWLS

70 hour work weeks
Earthquakes beneath our feet
Drilling offshore oll

Oceans boil and the air heats
Asthmatic lungs

Shoot emails off like weapons
Words like acid on our tongues
Text messages, arthritic thumbs

Shoot me an email!

SHOOT ME! an email

Shoot me an email!

SHOOT ME! an email

Shoot me an email!

SHOOT ME! an email

Shoot me an email shoot me an email shoot me an
email shoot me an email

Pipeline or democracy

Hydrogen bombs and poverty

Digital dates, pornography

And endless oil ecstasy

Fracking fracking fracking fracking fracking fracking
drill deep sea

Get out! This ain't your territory

We rolled on unconcerned
As our wings began to burn
Repeat, repeat and still we cannot learn
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Epiphanies! Animal screams!
We've got the whole world in our hands, it seems

smouldering cloudsheed your mother’s words
smouldering cloudsheed your mother’s words
smouldering cloudsheed your mother’s words

Pride cometh before a fall

Brokeback and holy

Lacklove and lonely

Breakthrough! Hallucinate! Crucify! Omen!
Give back what was stolen

Coltan for our phones

Skyscrapers dream

SCREAM! suicide

SCREAM! suicide

Naked from the rooftops of time
Wild eyes!

Holy farewells!

Swan dives from observation decks
Revelations in our skulls!

Splash against the pavement

A juicy pulp of battered limbs

Nothing to see, hear they say — keep moving
Nothing to see here they say - keep moving
Nothing to see, hear they say — keep moving
Nothing to see here - it's a movie — keep moving

Pride cometh before a fall
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* Inspired by Allen Ginsberg's poem "Howl!" and the
myth of Icarus

Ngt2usdnn UL Shuuptbpgh «NnUng» wyntuhg b
hlwnnwh Uhdhg

“ICARUS HOWLS" at “Yerevan International Book Fest” in
Yerevan, Armenien - 2023

https://yvoutu.be/88nsKMfdZUs

Jeremiah and the Empire State

dawn

1931

corner of 34th street and sth Ave men perch balance
teeter
no harnesses, no nets

steel girders

Jeremiah gets a job as an elevator operator
In a very tall building

But not as tall as the one next door

It's spire presses to pierce cirrus, stratus,
cumulonimbus - UP

“Building a building like this is the closest thing to
war in peacetime,” they said. "“We're battling the
elements”

Immigrant, native bodies
Steel girders

Are a necessary expenditure
upP

He spends all day inside that metal box

Pulling the lever, pushing the gate

Helping the men in their business suits float up and
down

Whenever they want to

But secretly he keeps his eyes glued

To the tall skinny stem of a building next door

It continues to sprout upwards — UP

102 floors - UP

Steel skeleton scratches the stars

One day he notices a dark shape fall from it

Like a fly from a flower at first

But then it gets bigger and bigger as it drops - DOWN
It dawns on him — it was a man

Only became clear when they came to scrape him -
upP

Day after day his eyes are now peeled

Glued to the building

The scaffolding, the steel beams

The men balancing - UP and DOWN

For three times the normal wage
You can risk your life on high

Or stay on the ground and starve
“The choice is yours”

So if your belly is empty
Your family is hungry
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And you're feeling lucky
For three times the money
Go -UP

Your strange sounding name never entered the
register

We can pretend that you never were

Just go - UP

do the rich die by choice?
do the poor die by accident?
the poor die by accident
the rich die by choice

do the rich die by choice
the poor die by accident
do the poor die by accident
the rich die by choice

do the rich die by accident?
do the poor die by choice?
do the poor die by accident?
and the rich die by choice?

the rich die by choice

the poor die by accident

do the poor die by accident?
do the rich die by choice?

Eptuhwu b Edthwyp Upk)ep
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hwpniuwnubpp puunpniejwidp Bu dwhwunid:
wnpwwnutpp ywunwhwpwp Bu Jwhwunwd
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Audio Link:

**Jeremiah and the Empire State

- Shannon Sullivan (poetry) with Ali Hasan (percussion) &
Simon Schmidt (guitar)
https://soundcloud.com/shannon-sullivan-31/jeremiah-and-the-
empire-state-1/s-WDGBPSmMDA|I?si=58bbdb9%aa7274b309f62d6
dfb4860ba2&utm_source=clipboard&utm medium=text&utm
campaign=social_sharing

Video Link:

“Jeremiah and the Empire State” beim "Yerevan International
Book Fest” Yerevan, Armenia
https://youtu.be/NmrJcgAMMPY

YEREVAN
BCOK

- FEST 2023



Arrival's Gate

Amniotic sound waves
Original symphony
Bass drum / tympani
Syncopation, harmony
Exquisite

Unexpected

Pressure increase
Relentless descent
Torn tissues eject
Rip flesh blanket
Life exit

Enter gravity

Limbs splayed

Falling feeling

Fluorescent light on the ceiling violent
Gums scream

Eardrums quake with arrival

Metal surfaces, disinfected tiles

Rattle

Assault tumultuous

Vocal chords protest

The odious labour of exchanging oxygen with lungs

Eyes peeled open

Linked life severed

Cord cut

Phalanges - three miniature bones per piece
Search for trusted thumping somewhere in chest
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Video Link:
https://youtu.be/OA3iPYVv7FDI

with Shannon Sullivan (poetry), Ali Hasan (percussion,
electronics), Simon Schmidt (guitar, flute, electronics, effects)

What the Sun Means

This is what the sun means:

Pores opening
Blanket-size leaves unfolding
The conversion of carbon dioxide to oxygen

This is what the sun means:

A long slow inhale
The waiting for the exhale
A lizard reclining on a rock

This is what the sun means:

A portal

An empty door

Electromagnetic blackness

Sun spots stalled cellular signals

The side of your face against my chest
Serpentine movements

copper coins
mica windows
cotton tunics
ancient scriptures

equinox
solstice
the geometry of pyramids
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My combusting celestial body

Your combusting celestial body

My combusting celestial body

Your combusting celestial body

The Constellations shivered unstably
They were tacked to the Sky with Pins
That had become too loose

hug Euwiuwynd Upl

Uhuw pt hug £ Lpwlwynd wpl.

owynunhutph pwgnd
Owolynguwswith inGpliuEpp pwigybip
Usuwéuh Eplopuhnh yepwénwp pprywduhn

Uhuw pt hug £ Lpwlwynd wpl.

Ep{wp nwunwn uGpugnd
Upunwugywt uwjuiuntd
dwjnh Jpw wywnwd Unntu

Uhuw & hug £ Lpwlwynd wpl.
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hhu untpp gpnie NG

YEREVAN

BCOK

FEST 2023



agh2Gpwhwdwuwn
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pnngbiph Bplypwizwthnie)niup

b wynynn Epuwhu dwpuhup
£n wypynn Epuwjht dwpdhup
b wynynn Epuwhu dwpuhup
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zwdwuntbnnip)nilutpu wulwntu nnnnnnwghu
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UJUu 2wn Ep pniwigb|

Video Link:

starts at 47:30

with Shannon Sullivan (poetry, performance), Ali Hasan
(percussion, electronics),

Simon Schmidt (guitar, flute, electronics, effects)
https://youtu.be/qWqtP_IcIMO

VIDEO :

“Arrival's Gate & "What the Sun Means” (excerpt) at Parole
Spalancate, International Poetry Festival,Genoa, Italy
https://youtu.be/OA3IPYv7FDI

‘ACID / RED” at the Lettrétage in Berlin - 2019

Shannon Sullivan (poetry, performance), Bernd Oezsevim
(drums), André Matov (quitar)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dfwgSIOgiE

“ICARUS HOWLS" at “Yerevan International Book Fest” in
Yerevan, Armenia - 2023
https://youtu.be/88nsKMfdZUs

“Top” at "Yerevan International Book Fest” in Yerevan, Armenia
https://youtu.be/IXsBpL3GEWE
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“Jeremiah and the Empire State” at "Yerevan International Book
Fest” in Armenia, 2023
https://youtu.be/NmrJcgAMMPY

AUDIO RECORDINGS:

** Gun Song
- Shannon Sullivan (poetry) with Ali Hasan (percussion) &
Simon Schmidt (guitar, effects)

https://soundcloud.com/shannon-sullivan-31/gun-song/s-mYe
JmM3OMMWA?si=58bbdbgaaz274b309f62d6dfba860ba2& utm
source=clipboard€utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social

sharing

**Jeremiah and the Empire State
- Shannon Sullivan (poetry) with Ali Hasan (percussion) &
Simon Schmidt (guitar, effects)

https://soundcloud.com/shannon-sullivan-31/jeremiah-
and-the-empire-state-1/s-WDGBPSmMDA|I?si=58bbdbgaaz
274b309f62d6dfbg860ba28utm_source=clipboard@utm

medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing

**Bought and Paid For

- Shannon Sullivan (poetry, voice) with Ali Hasan (percussion) &
Simon Schmidt (guitar)
https://soundcloud.com/shannon-sullivan-31/bought-and-
paid-for/s-wzsTL2ldGrl?si=58bbdbgaaz274b309f62d6dfba8
60ba28utm_source=clipboardutm_medium=text&utm

campaign=social_sharing
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Top

Shannon Sullivan (poetry), Bernd Oezsevim (drums), Roman
Babik (piano)

Arrangement - Bernd Oeszevim
https://soundcloud.com/shannon-sullivan-31/top
shannonsullivan_berndoezsevim_romanbabik?utm
source=clipboard® utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social

sharing

We would like to thank Deutscher Musikrat / Neustart
Kultur for their support of these audio recordings

Cunphwlwinie ntu Deutscher Musikrat / Neustart Kultur
wju wninhn Awjwuwagpnie ntubbph untnédwup
weowlygbnt gnpénd

NEU
START
KULTUR
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All texts copyright Shannon Sullivan 2009 - 2023
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